
urbz is an experimental research and action collective with collaborators in Mumbai, Goa, Gene-
va, New York, Bogota, Sao Paulo. Since 2008, urbz organizes collaborative workshops, conducts 
field research, generates ideas and projects, and produces web content about urban space and 
places. urbz believes that residents are experts in their neighborhoods, and develops concepts, 
tools methodologies that allow architects, urbanists and policymakers to tap into that knowledge 
pool. urbz.net

Matias Echanove and Rahul Srivastava joined forces through their blog airoots/eirut in 2006. 
They are the co-directors of the Institute of Urbanology, which has offices in Mumbai and Goa 
(India), and co-founders of the urbz.net collective, which organizes collaborative design work-
shops in places such as Tokyo, Istanbul, Mumbai, New Delhi, Sao Paulo and Rio.  
  

They have authored essays and commentaries published by Oxford University Press, Strelka Press 
(Moscow), Domus (Milan), New Village Press, Tokyo University Press, The New York Times, The Wall 
Street Journal, The Hindu, The Times of India, Time Out Mumbai, Art India and Indian Architect 
and Builder. Their work has been exhibited, among other places, at MoMA in New York, The Chica-
go Architecture Biennial, The MAK in Vienna, the Maxxi in Rome, the Istanbul Design Biennial and 
the Sao Paulo Cultural Center. 

Matias Echanove studied government and economics at the London School of Economics, urban plan-
ning at Columbia University, and urban information systems at the University of Tokyo. Rahul 
Srivastava studied social and urban anthropology in Mumbai, Delhi and Cambridge (UK).
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